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AS MANY as 50 CCTV cameras 
along the airport road captured 
Suhail Sajeev, the prime ac-
cused in the Nedumbassery 
crash that killed three people, 
as police retraced his move-
ments during evidence collec-
tion on Thursday. Meanwhile, 
the lab results received on the 
day confirmed that Suhail was 
intoxicated at the time of  the 
incident.

Police took him to the acci-
dent spot as well as the Marri-
ott Hotel bar where he and his 
friends allegedly consumed al-
cohol before the crash. The po-
lice custody of  all four accused 
– Suhail, Ninav, Joel and Ameen 
– ended at 5pm. They were pro-
duced before the Judicial First 
Class Magistrate Court in An-
gamaly and remanded in judi-

cial custody. They were then 
shifted to Borstal School. Their 
bail applications will be consid-
ered on Friday.

The evidence collection be-
gan around 10.30 am. Suhail 
was questioned in police cus-
tody before being taken to loca-
tions linked to the incident. 
Witnesses identified him as the 
driver of  the car that rammed 

into a motorcycle around 
1.45am on Sunday. Police said 
the car was travelling at over 
150 kmph at the time of  the 
collision.

Police said the four accused, 
all aged 19 and from Alappuzha, 
had reached the airport to pick 
up another friend whose flight 
was scheduled to land at 2.30am. 
They allegedly went to three 
bars and continued driving 
along the airport road before 
the collision.

Suhail was taken to the acci-
dent spot, where he pointed out 
the location of  the collision and 
the place where the car was 
later stopped. The police did 
not allow him to leave their ve-
hicle owing to law and order 
concerns. The evidence collec-
tion was conducted in the pres-
ence of  the Quick Response 
Team. The police found that the 
group reached the Marriott Ho-
tel bar at 12.15am and left at 
1.29am after paying. 

Meanwhile, the counsel of  
the accused has denied that the 
crash was the result of  a racing 
attempt and maintained that it 
was an accident. While oppos-
ing the police’s custody plea on 
Wednesday, the defence had al-
leged that police had reached a 
conclusion and were attempt-
ing to substantiate it through 
the probe.
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50 CCTVs caught Suhail speeding; 
lab results confirm he was drunk
Teen taken to accident spot, bar for evidence collection | Bail plea to be considered today

‘Cars speeding past 100-150 kmph  
after midnight’: HC calls for solution
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE High Court on Thursday 
expressed concern over speed-
ing and road safety in the wake 
of  the Nedumbassery car 
crash that killed three 
youngsters in Kochi on 
October 11. 

A Division Bench 
comprising Justice 
Raja Vijayaraghavan 
and Justice K V Jayaku-
mar asked the state govern-
ment and transport department 
whether existing traffic cam-
eras could detect vehicles trav-
elling at excessive speeds and 
whether mechanisms were in 
place to initiate immediate ac-

tion against traffic violations. 
The bench pointed out that af-
ter midnight, several high-per-
formance cars come out on the 
roads in Ernakulam and are 

driven at speeds exceed-
ing 100-150 kmph. “We 
want practical solu-
tions on how to tackle 
this issue, not a formal 
counter affidavit,” it 

said.
The court said the boy 

(key accused) was driving at 
200 kmph and the AI camera 
had spotted it. There should 
have been a mechanism to in-
tercept the vehicle, it said. 

“If  a person drives at 220 
kmph, will you inform them? Is 

there any module for that,” the 
court asked the government. It 
directed officials to provide de-
tails of  speeding violations de-
tected in the past two months, 
particularly vehicles travelling 
above 150 kmph, and explain 
whether the information was 
forwarded to the authorities 
concerned for action. It also 
called for the appointment of  
an expert team to devise a more 
effective system. 

The bench asked how long it 
would take to establish an inte-
grated monitoring system for 
road safety and whether assist-
ance could be sought from the 
Kerala State IT Mission or oth-
er technical agencies. 

Suhail’s haircut 
triggers speculation; 
officials cite hygiene
Kochi: The close-cropped 
haircuts of Suhail Sajeev and 
the other accused in the 
Nedumbassery accident case 
have triggered speculation on 
social media. Some suggested 
it could affect witness 
identification. Suhail had long 
hair when he was taken to the 
Borstal School but appeared 
with a close-cropped haircut 
during evidence collection and 
when produced before the 
magistrate. Borstal School 
officials said the haircuts were 
part of routine hygiene 
measures. The facility, which 
has a capacity of 61 inmates, 
currently houses over 120 
persons — 5-6 in one cell, 
making personal hygiene 
important. 

V D Satheesan  @vdsatheesan
The Centre’s order bifurcating the Mangaluru region from the Palakkad 
Railway Division is a matter of serious concern. Today, the Keralam Legislative 
Assembly passed a motion urging the Central Government to reconsider this 
move and strongly demanded the restoration of the division’s original status.
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Suhail  Sajeev during evidence collection

Witness identification
Witnesses identified him as 
the driver of the car that 
rammed into a motorcycle 
around 1.45am on Sunday. 
Police said the car was 
travelling at over 150 kmph 
at the time of the collision

TAKING COVER
Pedestrians brave the heavy morning downpour at Kaloor Junction on Thursday as Keralam  

welcomed the northeast monsoon |  A SANESH

Keralam physician elected to Harvard student govt
Kochi: Dr Raju Rhee, a physician and public health 
professional from Keralam, has been elected 
International Student Advocate to the Student 
Government Association at Harvard T H Chan School of 
Public Health. A Fulbright-Nehru Master’s Fellow, Dr 
Raju, a native of Kochi, is currently pursuing his Master of 
Public Health in Health Policy at Harvard University. He 

was elected to the student government just weeks after beginning his 
studies in September. An alumnus of Government Medical College, 
Kozhikode, and Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Dr Raju has 
worked across clinical medicine, digital health and biotechnology. 

30 kg ganja worth Rs 50 lakh seized in Kaloor
Kochi: Police seized over 30 kg of ganja worth around Rs 50 lakh from a
man in Kaloor on Thursday as part of the anti-narcotics drive Operation 
Toofan.The arrested person was identified as Abdul Hai Molla, 22, a 
native of Murshidabad district in West Bengal. According to police, 
Molla allegedly travelled from West Bengal to Odisha, procured ganja 
at a low price, and transported it to Keralam to supply to wholesale 
dealers. He travelled to Vijayawada and took another train to 
Ernakulam Junction. He was arrested while travelling to Kaloor early on 
Thursday, police said. The accused is suspected to be a key link in a 
network transporting ganja from Odisha to Keralam. 

Kochi mayor elected  
to the GCoM 
Kochi: Kochi Mayor Adv V K 
Minimol has officially been 
elected to the Mayoral Board of 
the Global Covenant of Mayors 
for Climate & Energy (GCoM).  
GCoM is the world’s largest 
coalition of city leaders, 
comprising more than 14,000 
cities and local governments 
across 150 countries on six 
continents. The alliance 
represents more than 1.2 billion 
people worldwide. The GCoM 
board, which plays an important 
role in shaping sustainable 
urban development and climate 
action, plans to strengthen 
climate resilience through 
financing, resilience-building 
measures and multilateral 
partnerships. Minimol was 
elected to the board as the 
representative of South Asia. 
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